ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION
In the present, we face a range of complex 'wicked' problems which often cannot be solved by any single authority in the public sector, such as climate change or refugee crises. The magnitude of such problems is often hard to estimate and the cause-effect relations are complex [1] . Therefore, using an evidence-based approach with regards to such problems is extremely important. Access to new datasets relevant to these problems can empower policy makers and provide a more accurate and comprehensive picture. In fact, an increasing number of initiatives have emerged around the world to facilitate data sharing and collaboration to leverage (new) sources of data for addressing societal problems. They are called 'data collaboratives'.
By definition, data collaboratives are "cross-sector (and publicprivate) collaboration initiatives aimed at data collection, sharing, or processing for the purpose of addressing a societal challenge" [2] . An essential element of data collaboratives is that organizations from different sectors collaborate to create value from data. Corporate data sharing, also termed 'data philanthropy' [3] , is a prominent avenue for data collaboratives, whereby corporations share some of their data to help advance a societal While experimentation intensifies and academic research grows, it is important to further mutual learning and sharing of lessons between the two communities. So far there is little synergy between the developments in practice around data collaboratives and the digital government research. There is a lack of common terminology and of shared understanding of the novelty and complexity of this new phenomenon. Therefore, this panel aims to bring together leading researchers and practitioners to showcase their results and discuss a number of critical issues around how data collaboratives can be used to create value for public problem solving. The panelists were selected based on their unparalleled expertise on the topic of data collaboratives and/or closely related domains. They have combined expertise in data sharing, public private collaboration, data analytics, open and big data innovations, and data collaboratives. The topic of data collaboratives is particularly suited for a panel since it is a novel development in digital government research, and there are a growing number of initiatives in practice involving different levels and types of government organizations. Further, there is a solid base of research in the digital government research community of potential value to data collaborative practitioners.
ISSUES OF THE PANEL
Data collaboratives as a novel form of partnerships offer much potential for addressing a range of public problems. Although more and more data is available, the creation of value from data remains challenging. Data collaboratives can potentially deliver a wide range of public sector benefits, such as improving situational awareness and response, improving public service design and delivery, enabling forecasting and prediction based on the data, supporting evaluation and impact assessment of policies, as well as contributing to knowledge creation and transfer between the sectors [4] . Value can range from high level societal value like poverty reduction, to operational values, like greater efficiency of decision making. However, data collaboratives are not a homogeneous phenomenon and can be 'configured' differently based on the type of data, involved parties, purpose of the initiative [2] . This makes it hard to compare the value generated by the initiatives. Besides, value creation is a complex process in which many stakeholders are involved, processes are hard to predefine, and also some level of coincidence plays a role. Some initiatives may be more successful in value creation than others.
More and more an ecosystem approach is adopted to creating value from data in which diverse organizations are involved [5] .
In this panel we will discuss the following issues:
• types of value that can be created and the variations in the underlying value creation mechanisms in the context of data collaboratives; • similarities and differences between international and city-level data collaboratives in terms of value creation; • successful examples of data collaboratives; • value propositions for private and public organizations involved; • lessons learnt and best practices; • challenges associated with data collaboratives.
The panel is aimed at building bridges between practice and research by discussing how digital government research can contribute to data collaboratives practice and vice versa. The panel will include interactive elements and encourage critical discussions between the panelists and the audience. The take away from the panel for the attendees will be new knowledge about the value creation mechanisms underlying data collaboratives and the complexities and challenges associated with them. The panel will offer ideas for a research agenda, as data collaboratives is an emerging new theme in the digital government research.
PANELISTS
The panel will feature the following speakers:
Stefaan Verhulst is Co-Founder and Chief Research and Development Officer of the Governance Laboratory @NYU (GovLab) where he is responsible for building a research foundation on how to transform governance using advances in science and technology. Verhulst's latest scholarship centers on how technology can improve people's lives and the creation of more effective and collaborative forms of governance. Specifically, he is interested in the perils and promise of collaborative technologies and how to harness the unprecedented volume of information to advance the public good. 
Marijn Janssen is a full Professor in ICT &

